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Austin, Margot Dutton 
WILLIAM'S SHADOW Cloth spine; $1.75 


A Ground Hog Day mixup provides a hungry woodchuck with wool to pull over 
his friends' eyes in this wily little spring tale. To keep William, whom they think 
a groundhog, inside, his friends bring him more food than he could want, but William 
gets out- on the wrong day- to their further confusion. Chubby, concerned animals 
drawn by the author (of Peter Churchmouse etc.) are the chuckly type. (9/30. LC:54-9308) 


Barr, Cathrine Oxford 
THE RUNAWAY CHIMPS Cloth; $1.75 


For the big joke here four chimps escape from the zoo, their keeper Mac is 
put in jail for it, and like Little Audrey they laugh and laugh to see Aim behind bars. 
The interim sees them running unnoticed through town dressed in clothes, disobeying 
minor laws,etc., until they give themselves up to the judge and decide their zoo home 
is best af'ter all. Big pencil cartoons by the author look like her other work in 
Snoop Waits for Dinner, The Bear Cubs Escape etc. Young corn- green on the ear. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Cothran, Jean- £d. McKay 
WITH A WIG WITH A WAG $2.50 


A companionable collection of American folktales covers the continent from 
Maine to California and takes its legends from a variety of cultural sources. Fifteen 
in all, the short selections include the title story- a witch's tale ffom New England, 
another witch's tale from Dutch New York, a Pueblo Indian tale of Coyote and Bear and 
one from Louisiana where the rabbit tricks the elephant and the whale. Authentic and 
simply told, these are good story time material. Rough and ready drawings by Clifford 
Geary. (10/22) 


Carroll, Ruth & Latrobe Oxford 
TOUGH ENOUGH Cloth; $2.75 


The successor to Beanie (1953) follows through with a story of Beanie's pup, 
Tough Enough, and, with Ruth Carroll's swirling blue pictures of the valley in the 
Great Smokies- brings out the heart of a people and a region as well. Loved by all 
the Tatums, at first Tough Enough falls into disfavor with his misdeeds- to the point 
of ostracism. But when Beanie and his sister are nearly caught in a spring flood, it 
(p TT “nough who saves them and comes into his own. Bursting with animal spirits. 
Publ. 
du Bois, William Pene Viking 
THE GIANT $2.75 


Another make believe story, the kind children and many adults will enjoy, 
displays the du Bois imagination to advantage again. In a European city that could 
be Paris, the author, the "I" of the story, notices a huge construction across the 
street from his small apartment and receives a threatening letter from Fl Muchacho y Cia. 
telling him to move. He learns from the executive secretary of the company who ex- 
plains discreetly that "El Muchacho” is an eight year old giant from Argentina- a real 
giant of a giant whose body has grown in direct proportion to the amount of food he 
eats. But as his character unfolds- and with it all the implications of being a giant, 
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a young giant at that- El Muchacho turns out to be less of a terror than a charmer who sets 
the whole city dancing. Illustrated by the author, this modern day Gulliver should enchant 


more than a few spirits. (10/1) 


REPRINTS AND INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


Grimm Brothers Oxford 
GRIMM'S TALES $3.50 


This new edition of the fairy tales includes many of the tried and true favorites 
as well as the less familiar ones. "Snow White" and "Rumplestiltskin" are among the well 
knowns; "The Little Fawn" and "Four Clever Brothers" are among the others- and for the art 
work Madeleine Gekiere and Helen Sewell have done new sets of pictures in rather striking 
red, black and blue. Their work in combination is an imposing contrast between airy light- 
ness and stony heaviness that may please more impressionable parents than literal minded 


youngsters, but it creates a mood of fantasy for the book. (9/30) 


Little Golden Books Simon & Schuster 
ea. 25¢ 


Publ. 


Brown, Margaret Wise- LITTLE INDIAN:- There's a humorous big-little identifica- 
tion as Little Indian goes off with his father on a day of adventures with their raccoons. 
Hunting and fishing are climaxed when they frighten two woodsmen away from the forest. 

Bow and arrow pictures by Richard Scarry make the Indians more friendly than fierce. 


Jackson, Kathryn & Byron- THE PARTY PIG:- For his first birthday Little Pig 
nearly finds himself in a pickle when he gives his provender away to needy friends but 
they return and the returns are greater than they would have been otherwise. Bright-eyed 


animal pictures by Richard Scarry make the party fun. 


Low, Alice- OPEN UP MY SUITCASE:- The excitement of a trip mounts from page to 


page here as a little boy, helped by his obsequious younger sister, decides what to put 
into his suitcase, and packs everything from toothbrush to camera. Corinne Malvern's 


pictures are on the “cute" side but they launch the bon voyage. 


Spyri, Johanna- HEIDI:- This adaptation from the classic embodies the main events 
or the story- Heidi's happy mountsin life, her homesickness in the city and the sick Clara's 
visit to the mountains that makes her well. Corinne Malvern's colored pictures romanticize 
the happenings- and though the rough-hewn, human qualities are missing, perhaps this will 
serve to stimulate interest- just as a movie often does for a book. 


Werner, Jane- FIRST BIBLE STORIES:- The stories of the Creation, Adam and Eve, 
Noah and the Tower of Babel are retold here, pared down to their simplest elements and 
clear as far as they go. But the text, with florid art work by Eloise Wilkin, will need 


the appreciation of those who do not question its values for today. 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Abingdon Press 


Baldwin, Clara 
COTTON FOR JIM $2.00 


There is an awful lot about cotton in this long little book and unless the inter- 
est is there, reading it becomes a trial. On their farm near Memphis, 12 year old Jim helps 


his father through a year of cotton planting, growing, harvesting and selling and the con- 
current problems from weather to weevils. The story has its family problems too- for 

instance when Jim's older brother Steve wants to leave to study medicine- a natural desire, 
and,it seems, not worth that much worry in the first place. But things arrange themselves- 
Jim follows his father's footsteps, the crop is good and the load of technical information 


may offset the heaviness of the plot. Sunny drawings by Elton C. Fax. (Publ. ) 
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Sharfman, Amalie Crowell 
A BEAGLE NAMED BERTRAM $2.50 
























4 Even if you don't like beagles (an who couldn't?) the charm of these ten 

year old mixups and fixups will get you. For after mourning over two other dogs, Dory 
and Fuzzy the Fur, Bill Tucker and his mother finally prevail upon Mr. Tucker to give 
in to the idea of getting a beagle. Bertram is pedigreed and lovable, but, at 10 
(weeks), he is loving too, and follows Bill to school every day, much to his teacher 
Miss Hockman's distate. Bertram messes up her life to the nth degree until Bill is 
threatened with deprivation and in a touch and go ending shows Miss Hockman that Bertram 
has learned how to behave at last. Funny drawings by Tony Palazzo. (10/2. LC 354-9152) 


Caffrey, Nancy Dutton 
SHOW PONY $2.50 


For nine and ten year olds, this slight story of twins and the horse they 
nurse back to health and show condition will have its one track, show ring charm. Jay 
and Jan who live on a farm in the East, persuade their father to buy sickly Coquette 
| from a neighbor for $25. With the show but short months away, it is Jan who almost 
| miraculously gets Coquette in good enough condition to win an unexpected blue. Draw- 

ings by Paul Brown- neat as crop and spur- complete the ring and barn atmosphere. 


(9/30. LC: 54-8856) 


Knight, Marjorie Dutton 
THE LAND OF LOST HANDKERCHIEFS $2.50 


This knee length fantasy is about two little girls Monica and Gwynne, who 
follow their cat Tinker around the garden corner one day and have a series of topsy 
turvy adventures with the animals and a pixie in the forest. The cats who live in a | 
tree house collect handkerchiefs brought to them by the crows. When one day the 
* hankies disappear, there is a great row until Snow, the head cat says she has been 
sending them back and thinks they should rename their place "the land of found hand- 
kerchiefs"- with a side agreement to have less of the kind of fights Monica and Gwynne 
have in the outer world. A milk toast palliative, there will be times when this may 
do the trick. Careful drawings by Rosalie Fry have an engagingly static effect. (8/31. 
Lc: 52-8244) 


Lamorisse, Albert & De Daunant, D. Colomb Dutton 
WHITE MANE $2.75 


Taken from the French movie White Mane by M. Lamorisse, this is a rather 
strident fairy tale of a stallion and a boy in Camargue, where the Rhone meets the 
sea in the south of France. Captured by a band of horsemen, White Mane soon earns 
their enmity and they give him to the boy, Folco. In spite of his loving care, White 
Mane fights again, throws Folco, is recaptured, and regiven to Folco, who, with more 
than warranted patience on his part, goes with the stallion to a magic island where 
boys and horses are always happy. Illustrated with dramatic stills from the movie 
this should thrill where it convinces. (10/22. IC: 54-11698) 

















Holt 
THE ADVENTURES OF BLAIR WHITNEY $2.50 


A return to the States after a life in the Philippines brings a youngster who 
is a born leader some lessons in democracy and some luck that earns him another reward. 
First in the Philippines where his father is a consulting engineer, young Blair is pic- 
tured as the "boss" of a gang of boys in the rural school- but when the Whitneys must 
leave, he gets an inkling that the boys may be more indulgent then dependent on him. 
Then in Manila, Blair loses $50 that their housemaid has given him to buy a watch for 
a friend's Christmas present a year hence. In America, with the money to worry about, 
Blair soon finds himself in hot water again at school- for he tries to treat his class- 
mates the way he treated the Filipino boys- finds it doesn't work and must learn the 
hard way that good intentions need cooperation to make them flower. The $50 comes too, 
by way of a valuable Rizal statuette. Good contrasts between characters and countries 


deepens a good adventure. Illustrations by Brinton Trukle. (10/15) 


Massey, Jeanne 
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Houghton, Mifflin 


Duryea, Elizabeth 
THE LONG CHRISTMAS EVE $2.00 





An engaging short story about a Bavarian family in Boston gives Christmas cheer, * 
@ couple of surprises and a touch of nostalgia for the old country in the new. On Beacon 
Hill, the 12 year old twins Karl and Maria Bayer, out window shopping with their father, 
see a wooden angel in a shop, very like the ones their woodcarving grandfather used to 
They are separately inspired- the twins to buy the angel for their 
out his old carving tools and make one- and there is warm gaiety 
Lisl Weil's colored draw- 


make in Oberammergau. 


father and Mr. Bayer to get 
Christmas morning when they discover both angels in the creche. 


ings add the glow of lights in the snow. (9/15. LC: 54-9048) 


Oxford 


Rowland, Florence Wightman 
JADE DRAGONS $2.75 
A simple story of a Chinese riverboat family centers on its young son, Wong 

Ting, who wishes to walk on the land. With the river Wu near the city of Min as their 
home, Wong Ting and his family fish from their junk as their ancestors did before them 

but it is Wong Ting alone who wishes what is almost sacrilege- to go ashore. At a wharf- 
side puppet show, he makes a friend, Kind Lady, and is granted his wish later when he finds 
@ valuable bracelet for her- but not before he has had his adventures with pirates, a lost 
baby, a lost anchor and the other problems of their life. A quiet realism here is illus- 


trated with Douglas Gorline's delicate drawings. (9/9) 


Whittlesey House- McGraw-Hill 


Stuart, Jesse 
A PENNY'S WORTH OF CHARACTER $1.75 

A single morning in the life of Shan, a Kentucky country boy, teaches him a lesson 
in honesty in a simple narrative that shows Jesse Stuart's marked feeling for the people and 
the region that are his own. Shan returns paper bags to the storekeeper for a penny a piece, 
but he needs 10¢ too for his favorite snack and slips in a defective bag to cover the cost. 
On the way home the candy's not as good as he thought it would be, so he has to confess to 
feel better about it. Jesse Stuart's second juvenile (see The Beatinest Boy- 1953) this 
has warm, rustic qualities. Drawings by Robert Henneberger. (10/13) 


Winston 


Macdonald, Zillah 

MYSTERY OF THE PIPER'S GHOST $2.50 
Both an orphan's identity and a town's investment in a gold mine are at stake 

in this Nova Scotian adventure. Eleven year old Michael has lived with Ma Lovey ever 

since he can remember, under the burden of the idea that his parents had not wanted him 

in the first place. Then to the supposedly dead gold mine near their town come two 

strangers, Budd and Harte, to reopen it and convince the people it is still good. Among 

their shenanigans, Budd and Harte play on the legend of a local ghost, until Michael and 

Capt. McKay of the Mounted Police block their intentions and discover evidence, in an old 

plane crash, of Michael's Scotch heritage. Plausibly written, this has some good char- 

acterizations of an area and its people. Illustrated by Eleanor Troth. (9/13. LC: 54-5070) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Smither, Ethel L. Abingdon Press 
EARLY OLD TESTAMENT STORIES $1.50 


Several introductory religious books for young readers have been done by the 
author (see Stories of Jesus and Picture Book of Palestine) and these stories of Abraham's 
line have a sturdiness in their retelling. Briefly they follow through the genealogy- 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and Moses, focussing on the important events and journeys 





in the life of each and Kurt Wiese's pastel colored pictures lend an added concreteness. $ 
* iy 


Good. (8/9) re 














August 15, 1954 


Eight to Eleven-- Non-fiction— continued ~533- 





Downey, Fairfax Coward-McCann 
MASCOTS $2.75“ 


Thirty-one short-shorts of memorable animals who were military mascots- in 
ancient Egypt, in Charlemagne's army, in the British forces, and in the American fight- 
ing corps in action from 1812 to Korea- these should have their fascination for the 
animal minded. Fantastic are the stories and brave the feats- as Rameses II's battle 
lion swings into action; as Kentucky the pig travels faithfully with the Army in 1812; 
as the parapooches jump in Korea., Rather stilted but careful line drawings by Augusto 
Marin show how it happened. (9/f, LC: 54-8711) 

YY 
Mellin, Jeanne Dutton 
HORSES ACROSS THE AGES . oe 


A short and lively historical survey of the roles horses have played in 
society is written and illustrated by the author of Horses Across America (1953). In 
ancient Assyria horses changed the strategy of conquest; in Greece their mythological 
roles loomed high; Joan of Arc and Genghis Khan were famous personalities who used 
horses in later eras; and in America horses were basic to pioneering. These and more 
are some of the well chosen highlights about peoples and their leaders and their rela- 
tionships to the horses that helped them. Concisely written, this spans the 1l - 13 
age group, and, with the author's many meticulously drawn pictures, is a good first 
course for young interests. (10/14. LC: 54-8867) 


Bunce, William Putnam 
FREIGHT TRAIN $2 .00+ 


This and the two following books, all of which are illustrated with anti- 
septic full color drawings to scale by Lemuel B. Line, follow a series like pattern 
that makes them a unit. In each, the short text gives factual descriptions of function 
and makeup, for example, of a freight train. Beginning with a two diesel locomotive, 
successive pages show car types with similiarities and differences- from the double 
hopper coal car, to the refrigerator, the iron hopper, the flat car, tank car and so 
forth- telling the uses of each. Neatly done and fine for children, especially the 
literal minded ones, for their first whys and wherefores. (9/10. Ie: 54-9857 ) 


Growden, Gordon A. Putnam 
FREIGHTERS AND TANKERS $2.00 


The text and big colored pictures (see report above) of 26 different ships 
from the U.S. Merchant Marine bring out quite a lot of the fascination of ships and the 
cargoes they carry. Seatrains, oil tankers, colliers and tugboats are among the ex- 
amples of actual ships and an added glossary of merchant marine terms completes the 


text. (9/10, ALC: 54-9859) 


Todd, Ruthven Putnam | 
TRUCKS, TRACTORS AND TRAILERS $2 .00 


Similarly, (see above reports) this makes the rounds of the variety of road 
haulers at work on American streets and highways- from the pick-up truck to a special 
tractor-semitrailer-dolly unit used to haul a 120 ton cracking tower from Alhambra to 
Cuyama, California. Forty in all, the trucks and what they haul are a clean wheel's 
eye view of the nation. (9/10./LC: 54-9858) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Jorgensen, Nels Bouregy & Curl 
SMOKE JUMPERS $2.50 | 


High but hackneyed adventure with the U.S. Forestry Patrols in the Pacific 
Northwest begins when nineteen year old Rick Harding, about to complete his training 
as a smoke jumper, is sent with his fellow cadets to their first station. But the 
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station is near Rick's home and going there brings to life the mystery in his family- his 
father's disappearance with the returns from a fund for helping prisoners he had set up 

during the war. So training and firefighting progress amidst mixed loyalties and accusa- 

tions until Rick and a friend come across two hijackers who admit to the murder of Mr. e 
Harding and the plunder of the fund themselves. All this and techniques too- but the 

forestry as well as the plot, is forced. Illustrated by Carl Kidwell. (9/1) 





Bouregy & Curl 


Thistle, Mel 
PETER, THE SEA TROUT $2.50 
Pigeonhole this for nature lovers who like their animals and plenty of salty 
humor and homegrown wisdom. From egg-hood on, here are the adventures of Peter, a Cape 
Breton trout- when he swims the land streams as a small fish, ventures out to live in the 
Atlantic and, full grown, returns to the scenes of his childhood. His friends and enemies 
are big and small- Fifi the minnow, Dan the cuttlefish, a whale, to mention a few- but as 
Peter goes on his lengthy and rather talkative journeys, his tale has the saga-like quality 
of an old yarn spinner's most relished stories. A different kind of animal story with its 


own romantic realism- this may nevertheless tax where the interest is not in trout. Sty- 
lized drawings by Jean Donald Gow and Mario Cooper. (9/1) 
Price, Willerd John Day 
UNDERWATER ADVENTURES $2.75 


From Amazon Adventures (1949, p. 555) Hal and Roger Hunt head for the South Seas 
on another expedition for their famous animal collector father, but if their doings live 
up to Price's good record for informational content (see his non-fiction), the plot is 
as slightly incredible. Dr. Blake, head of the expedition, has hired Sylvester Inkhan, 
"Skink", as a diver- and Skink turns out to be an old schoolmate of Hal's who was expelled 
for putting a sidewinder in a professor's pocket. Thinking Skink may have taken a turn * 
for the better, Hal decides not to tell his past, but to no avail. Using nature as his 
handmaid, Skink contrives to gum up the works and get the others into as many difficulties 
as possible- with eels, giant clams, jammed lines, etc.- to the point of killing Blake and 
giving Hal and Roger a run for the treasure they discover. Unconvincing melodrama this 


spotlights the fantastic to its detriment. (9/27. LC: 54-1149) 
“A 





Dutton 


Chute, Marchette 
THE WONDERFUL WINTER $3.00 

* A sparkling story of London in Shakespeare's day follows her Shakespeare of 
London and her teen-age An Introduction to Shakespeare and traces the adventures of young 
Sir Robert Wakefield during a wonderful winter after he runs away from his Suffolk home 
and three oppressive aunts. An exciting chain of circumstances brings Robin to the home 
of the actor, John Heminges, and to work in the theatre where he has a bit part in Romeo 
and Juliet and meets Burbage, Kempe and even Shakespeare. The year is 1596-1597, and 
although it ends with the temporary dissolution of the theatre (Shakespeare was to build 
the Globe later), and Robin's knowledge that he is not a born actor, he goes home with 
the enthusiasm of his experiences and the pride of his accomplishments. Delightful and 
authentic, this is a story which lends immediacy to the past and brings an incentive toward 
further study of this period. Many drawings by Grace Golden. (9/30. LC: 54-8857) 


Gault, William Campbell Dutton 
GALLANT COLT $2.75 
By the author of Thunder Road (1953), which was a definitely holding story of %, 


auto racing, this adventure of gvpsy horseracing has the same suspense, the same knack for 
apt characterization and a convincing argument against the ruinous, large scale track 
Denny Nolan, 15 and an orphan, is living with the stable-owning Randalls, and 
He meets Jeff Sutherland, a veterinarian who has lost 


gambling. 
has the makings of a jockey in hin. 
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a fortune on bets. Denny is firmly against gambling, but the two are drawn together 
in their love for Endeavor, a colt of the Randalls'. When Jeff plays poker to buy 
the colt, Denny has his doubts, but is so overcome with the chance to race him that 
a partnership is formed that takes them on to the Cavanaugh. The race makes their 
name and money enough to buy a farm- but not before Jeff's weaknesses and Denny's 
strength have led them into and out of near ruin for a climax that puts them square. 
Top sales potentials for the Walter Farley flack Stallion market. (8/31. L0:54-8852) 


McSwigan, Marie Dutton 
ALL ABOARD FOR FREEDOM $3.00 


The author of a number of good stories for young people (see Juan of Manila 
p. 339, 1947, The News is Good, p. 600, 1952 and others) turns to contemporary Prague 
for a rather harrowing and thoughtful story of escape from the Communist government. 
Near the railroad yard live five children- Fran 13, Eve 11, Stevie 10, Marsha 8, and 
Alois 5. All war orphans, they have been taken over by Millie, a former teacher and 
underground worker but are now threatened with separation for the state is going to 
send the children away to schools. From their heritage, Millie and the children, as 
far as they can remember, have wanted freedom rather than life in a police state and 
it is with Fran that Millie talks and plans their getaway by train to the German border. 
Hair raising experiences with friends and enemies follow, until the train engine is 
"fixed" to make the run to the border and Millie and the children meet an old American 
friend and look forward to life in the United States. At times melodramatic, at times 
long winded, this has its moments of suspense and serious character study that seem 
to spring from actual experience. Studied drawings by Harper Johnson add to the 
picture of a troubled country. (9/30. LC; 54-8855) 


Meigs, Elizabeth Bleeker Dutton 
SING MORNING STAR $2.50 


From her reinterpretation of Joan of Arc's story in Candle in the Sky(1953- 
p. 116) the author moves back to the Crusades and the reign of Baldwin the Leper in 
Jerusélem - for an historical romance that displays the same quality of well-matched 
melodrama and pathos. Making Baldwin younger than he actually was at the time- 16 
instead of 22- she weaves a series of heart-rending elements into his reign. There 
is his friendship with the monk Geoffrey de St. Croix and his love for Geoffrey's 
sister Cathy- thwarted when he finds that he is a leper. With the Saracens and the 
jealous Templar knight Odo to hold at bay, Baldwin- with his increasing illness- 
battles again to hold the Holy Land for his side, and the story, presenting the 
Saracen view as well, is a vivid picture of the times despite the few factual liber- 
ties it has taken. Illustrated with line drawings by Dorothy Bayley Morse. (8/31. 
LC: 54-8862) 

Young Traveler Series Dutton 


9/30 ea. $3.00 


Finlay, Ian- THE YOUNG TRAVELER IN SCOTLAND- (See pp. 654- 1953 and 201-1954) 
for previous reports of books in this series). When Robert and Elizabeth Thorpe ar- 
rive from America for a month's visit with their cousin Gavin, it is festival time in 
Edinburgh, and Gavin as well gets the thrill of the city as he helps show it to the 
newcomers. Their first days are filled with dancing exhibits at the Castle, museum 
trips and the lore of Stevenson and Scott; the childrm are even more delighted at the 
prospect of a motor trip around Scotland with Gavin's mother and father. Driving takes 
them north to Inverness, across to Loch Ness and down again to Glasgow and stops, 
sights and chats along the way provide a gay if loaded introduction to Scotland and 
Scottish ways. Illustrated with maps and drawings by Kathleen Voute. (LC: 54-9309) 


Harrop, Hilda M.- THE YOUNG TRAVELER IN NEW ZEALAND- To visit relatives and 
help Bob recuperate from a bout of pneumonia, the Wests- Mrs. West, Bob and Jane- go 
for a year to New Zealand. Before school starts, they arrive in Aukland and, after 
a visit with an aunt and uncle there, journey south to stay at a dairy farm in Tirau 
near the Waitomo caves. A visit to the giant caves, eating passion fruit, learning 
about Maoris today and the Maori wars- is a sampling of the many things the Wests do 
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before Bob's stint at a boy's boarding school gives yet another side of the New Zealand 
picture. At an older age level than the Scotland book (above) this talks a bit more about 
contemporary society but while the mood is high-hearted one gets the same impression of an 
unnatural talkativeness on the part of everyone to get as much asked and answered within 
Illustrated with photographs and drawings by Henry C. Pitz. 





the space as possible. 
(LC: 54-6824) 


Monypenny, Kathleen- THE YOUNG TRAVELER IN AUSTRALIA- Following the same pattern, 
it is the Newsome family this time- Peter, his mother and father (on business) and his sis- 
ter Anne- who visit Australia and make the rounds from Perth, to Melbourne to Sydney and on 
to the sheep country and Adelaide before they return to America. It takes them a year- of 
sightseeing, schooling, odd weather seasons and in some cases actually staying long enough 
to get the feel of the land- and while what they learn is good, there is the impression 
again that as much as possible has been crammed into the book to make it seem as if they 
have really “been to Australia". As with a large part of this series- the information is 
there, but lamentably it often reads like a travel guide and perhaps should have been left 
as such instead of attempting to disguise it in story form. [Illustrated with photographs 


and drawings by Henry C. Pitz. (LC: 54-10852) 

Gilligan, Edmund Knopf 

SEA DOG $2.50 

There are some golden moments waiting for those whose hearts are set to receive 
Edmund Gilligan's strong sea moods, his often overpowering development of atmosphere and 
character relationship that almost blow away the plot. Set again in 19th century Gloucester, 
when schooners went for cod, it is the story of a collie and a captain and a boy who wanted 
to go to sea. As a pup, Doryman strays aboard the Mara. He is befriended as a mascot by 
its captain, "The Philadelphia", and through him comes to know quiet Peter whose dead father 
was The Philadelphia's dory mate and whose mother Molly desperately wants Peter to stay on 
land. As an experiment, she entrusts Peter to The Philadelphia for a voyage, which through 
storms and a high-hued adventure with Doryman turns Peter into more of a seaman than before- 
but happily so, as Molly understands and now realizes her own love for The Philadelphia. 
Simple as the story is, the overtones of sea and the men who take to it make it a special 


book. Drawings by Clifford Schule. (10/11. LC: 54-8010) 


Furman, A. L.- Fd Everygirl’s Library- Lantern 
ea. $2.50 


9/8 

EVERYGIRL'S CAREER STORIES- Healthy career stories by a variety of established 
authors look at various occupations from singing to science- but the longest glance by far 
is at journalism. Of the dozen or so selections, about half are on newspapering, including 
A Feeling For Human Interest by Lavinia Davis, Bea Chalmers' The Contest. and one on news 
photography by Helen Olds. As to the others Reginia Woody writes about ballet, Stephen 
Bennett about a girl lab technician, Helen Ciancimino about writing, etc. And to a good 
degree, all of the stories emphasize self fulfillment and getting along with one's fellow 


workers. (IC: 54-10748) 


EVERYGIRL'S MYSTERY STORIES- Ten light mysteries include a variety of settings 
from Cape Cod to New York to hospital wards and as many brain tickling situations for the 
addicts. Zillah MacDonald's Single Shack is a Cape story about a young summer housekeeper 
who finds her hands full before the owner returns to explain the odd occurences; in the 
same vein, Flo Penglase's Strange House sees an old New York brownstone through a lonely 
newcomer's eyes; and in a story about nurse's aiding by Martha Johnson, Kay Uses the 
idence to find a sick boy a dog that makes him well. Light fare. (LC: 54-7283) 


h1 


Hunt, Mabel Leigh Lippincott 
SINGING AMONG STRANGERS $3.00 


Report repeated from p. 116 of the February 15th bulletin, when scheduled for 
spring publication; "Mabel Leigh Hunt has written good fiction and non-fiction for both 
the 8 to 11 and 12 to 16 groups and now her account of a Latvian family, from its pre-war 
life near Riga to war-forced emigration to Indiana, has all the moments of gaiety, sadness, 
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terror and relief that befall an earnest people. Mimina and Tevs, a Riga engraver, are 
mother and father to Marga and Astra and aunt and uncle to their family cousins. They 
have a farm outside the city and the description of their life there is warm and de- 
tailed. With the onslaught of the German and Russian armies, there is a clear outline 
of political feelings, and with the subsequent move to a German factory town, the be- 
reavement typical of a kind of family America was soon to know well- the D.P. For her 
study the author made friends with just such people, and her wish to convey them just 
as they are shows in her work. Illustrated by Harijs Gricevis. (10/16. IC: 54-7128) 


Vetter, Marjorie Longmans, Green 
CARGO FOR JENNIFER $3.00 


Marjorie Vetter's first novel for the teen age (she has long been editor of 
The American Girl and a familiar short story writer) is written about Cuba's impact on 
17 year old Jennifer Calderon of New York. Child of a marriage her Cuban father's 
family had disapproved of, Jen is as surprised as her sick mother when the invitation 
comes from her paternal grandmother to spend a year on the Calderon sugar plantation 
near Havana. Because her mother needs a rest out west, Jen goes. But the concurrent 
cultural and personal difficulties almost outweigh the benefits for a time- as Jen 
senses hostility in her cousin Antonia, as Aunt Rita disapproves of her dating an 
American boy, Steve, as Antonia's brother Miguel is embroiled in a student plot against 
the government. Steadily learning as she goes, Jen makes her mark on the family as 
they make theirs on her, and new understandings about different ways of life are in- 
terestingly if melodramatically achieved. Tinged with career-romance as well, this 
is good young fare. J.L.G. (Publ. IC: 54-6160) 


Hinkle, Thomas Morrow 
RING NECK $2.00 


The last in Thomas Hinkle's long line of animal stories, many of which have 
been posthumous publications, follows the adventures of a huge mother dog, Ring Neck, 
and her three puppies. Mistreated when young, Ring Neck has escaped to the open ranch 
ranges of the west and there she learns to accept human kindness and repays her debt 
with courage. The lore of the land and a knowledge of animal cunning make this solid. 
(10/20. LC: 54-7625) 

Walden, Amelia Elizabeth Morrow 

ALL MY LOVE $2.95 


At a college (which is Vassar in everything but name) young Gretchen Miller 
of Connecticut sweats out the trials and tribulations- love, studies, making the swin- 
ming club, love and love- of freshman year. From an athletic family, and a bright, 
self-reliant girl, Gretchen cools to the stiff breezes of formal academics and the 
girls whom, at first, she finds impersonal. But what she feels more is the outspoken 
love of big brawny Gary, diving star at nearby Brownell. Swept off her feet, Gretchen 
is roughly jounced- when Gary takes to another girl, then re-declares his love, and 
again when she overhears him tell a friend that he only wants Gretchen as somebody to 
have at hand. However believable, the romance is unconvincingly told. Only period- 
ical mention is made of intelligent Gretchen's studies and though she rediscovers 
true values with another boy, there is no explanation for Gary's rottenness. Light 
reading. (10/20. IC: 54-9254) 


Sanders, Margaret Webb Putnam 
THE YEAR OF THE MINTIE MAY $2.50 


A family story of a Pennsylvania oil town in the 1870's reaches to the 11 
year old interest as well, as it relates a year in the life of the Shulls, particu- 
larly young Arny. Energetically interested in oil and prospecting, Arny persuades his 
big brothers to let him in on a partnership in a well which they name the "Mintie May". 
Throughout there are the doings in the town and at the other wells that spark an au- 
thentic period interest and even though the Mintie May fails, the Shulls are a wiser, 
happier family for it, and Arny's deeply scientific bent (conveyed to the reader in an 
informative narrative) has received a valuable boost. Atmospheric drawings by Robert 


Henneberger. (9/10, LC: 54-9860) 
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Cavanna, Betty 
6 ON EASY STREET $2.50 


Westminster | 
A satisfying teen age story has as its heroine 16 year old Deborah, a professor's ae 

daughter in a family of eight, which leaves Haverford, Penna-, to run a boarding house on 

Nantucket for the summer. Discontented with the decision which she considers infra-dig and 

which will take her away from Craig Vale, Deborah is sour until she begins to realize that 

the people and the good times around her are what really count. Others too change their 

points of view- her society-conscious friend, Carol and her family; a French boy comes to 

stay with them through the Experiment in International Living; and her brother's accident 

takes him to the hospital and prevents Deborah's visit to Craig... No momentous happenings 

here, but a happy adjustment to everyday life which is perhaps the most momentous after all. 


Betty Cavanna's best. J.L.G. (10/11. LC: 54-8396) 


Westminster 
CRUISE OF DANGER $2.50 


Another action packed, tightly woven mystery adventure by the author better known 
as Hammond Innes kept us on tenterhooks all during its danger-riddled journey from England 
to the shores of Italy. For Stephen Garnet's father, a brilliant electrical engineer,has 
died of an accident that followed on the theft of a valuable invention- a direction finder 
for planes and ships. Young Steve and Alan, his father's former co-worker, know that Ferney, 
an Italian and also a former partner, has stolen the machine and so they hot foot it, by 
yacht, to the Mediterranean and to battle. Led by the ever tightening network of events to 
the gang of smugglers who want to market the invention themselves, Alan, Steve and the 
British Navy join forces in a rewarding showdown. Fine mystery writing, this is sustained 


and satisfying entertainment. (10/11. LC: 54-6431) 


Hammond, Ralph 











Land of the Free Series Winston 
9/3 $2.75 * 
McNickle, D'Arcy- RUNNER IN THE SUN- This story of a period of dissension within 
a southwest Pueblo Indian tribe before the coming of the white men has a quiet stature and 
a well reconstructed picture of canyon dwelling life. Salt, a boy of the Turquoise clan, 
has planted corn in a valley where there is more spring water. But this is a break with 
tradition that helps the Spider clan stir enmity and gain a foothold of power in the tribe. 
It is an involved situation, with a close relative of Salt's as one of the villains, but, 
entrusted with a mission from one of the elders, Salt goes south to Mexico where his 
meeting with the Aztecs puts him in a position to rescue a princess, Quail, from the kind 
of sacrifice in which he does not believe. With Quail and with a new kind of Mexican 
maize, Salt returns to lead his clan out of the canyon to a new freedom. Slow moving at 
times, this has its moments of color and insight into the kiva-type society of pre-history. 
A worthy contribution to the series. (LC: 54-7729) 





TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 
Macmillan 


ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON $2.75 


* This pensive biography of Stevenson by the English novelist whose work has been 
criticized as both good and bad, is a sensitive study of R.L.S. as an artist and a human. 
As such it should win its acclaim from all camps, for G. B. Stern's personal touch- the 
way she relishes and revives the incidents of Stevenson's life- lends itself to his romantic 
and exotic course and to the warm and deep relationships with the people he knew. Beginning 
with his Edinburgh childhood, Stern displays her feeling for time and place as she recon- 
structs many of the scenes Stevenson lived and wrote about. Quoting liberally and writing 
colorfully, she takes us through the delicate, coddled youth, pausing to show Louis as deepl: 
imaginative and a ringleader despite ill health, and, later as a seeming loafer who loved 
new ideas and lived life to the full. His romance with Fannie Osbourne and the subsequent 
years in California and the South Seas brought literary recognition, and, as importantly, 
a richness of life from which we still derive our benefits today. Fine young adult writing, 
this should endear the author of Treasure Island and Kidnapped to his readers. (10/5) 


Stern, G. B. 
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Shelf of Birographies~ Messner 
GENE RHODES , COWBOY $3.00 


Day, B. F. 


The cowboy and the writer who did as much as anyone to recreate the West 
for American readers getsa curtain call here in a narrative biography that conveys 
much of the excitement of the life he really lived. A slim, small boy in Kansas in 
1876, Gene was soon to move to New Mexico with his family where the years of ranching 
in the San Andres Mountains were to provide the vivid background of his many novels 
and stories. Vivid itself, the biography seems to prove its point- that Rhodes didn't 
need to invent material- for as he grew, ranched, went to college and wrote, one ex- 
citing thing after another seemed to happen to him. As a child he rescued his baby 
brother from a wolf; at 12 he was busting broncos; as a rancher and struggling writer 
he fell in love by mail and went East to marry May Davidson. For the audience, a 
better than average "western" pays tribute to days of glory. Illustrations by 
Lorence F. Bjorklund. (10/11. LC: 54-10583) 


Nolan, Jeannette Covert Shelf of Biographies Messner 
GEORGE ROGERS CLARK $2.75 


An experienced biographer (see her books on La Salle and John Brown) tells 
the story of the explorer whose efforts helped swing the opening west towards Colonial 
victory in the Revolutionary war- in a direct narrative form. Starting her account 
at the time when Clark was a young man- she sets the scene on the Virginia plantation. 
There is talk of the political issues alive in 1772 and, as Clark goes to Ohio, there 
are the on-the-scene pioneering elements that were to influence the war. Closely con- 
nected with the work of Boone and the Kentuckians, Clark became one of their repre- 
sentatives at Williamsburg and his later campaigns as Major of the militia- at Kas- 
kaskia and Vincennes- made their invaluable contributions to the cause. Though Clark 
fell under criticism for financial management, this is viewed as an error in judge- 
ment against Clark as a patriot and a man whose brother, William, was to become Lewis’ 
partner in future explorations. Drawings by Lee Ames. (10/11. LC: 54-10592) 


Ripley, Elizabeth Oxford 
VINCENT VAN GOGH $3.00 


In a companion volume to her Leonardodo Vinci (1952) the author relates the 
life of the Dutch painter in a short, straightforward text accompanied by reproduc- 


tions of the artist's work. Unpretentiously, the biography outlines the main events 


in Van Gogh's sad, emotional, compulsive life, to a certain degree even recapturing 
the terrific impressions he must have had while painting in Arles. With the repro- 
ductions well placed within the text, this should serve as a stimulus to further 

interest, to a closer look at his work or a book like Stone's Lust for Life (9/9. 
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Harcourt, Brace 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN Pre-$6.00- Post- $7.50 


This condensation of the two volumes of The Prairie Years and the four volumes 
of The War Years, is a miracle of achievement, for Sandburg has kept the essence of the 


original intact. 


With so much of the anecdotal quality and the same sweep of the times 


still there, the average reader will find rich harvest- and for the young student, the 


long awaited single volume should prove invaluable reading experience. 
p. 520. 10/7. LC: 54-9720) 


Warner, Esther S. 
SEVEN DAYS TO LOMALAND 


A book with a timeless appeal, this wonderful and true story of Liberia today is 


(Full report on 


Houghton, Mifflin 


$3 -50 





an account of a journey undertaken by Mrs. Warner- to a native trial to brighten a tarnished 
name. The trek through the jungle has the qualities of excursion and pilgrimage and a 
dramatis personae worthy of any company, Chaucerian, Shakespearian, Homeric- and as it 
brings Liberia to life, will have its fascination for young people with an interest in 


Africa. (Full report on p. 515. 10/5. LC: 54-9603) 


Moore, Elaine T. 
WINNING YOUR SPURS 


Little, Brown 
$4.75 


A superior book on horsemanship and showmanship achieves a maximum of specific 


instruction with absolutely no confusion. Its division into two sections- one on horseman- 





ship and one on showmanship, makes it particularly good for the young horseman working towards 
competition- as well as for beginners. A realistic, earnest introduction. Illustrated. 


(Full report on p. 521. 10/7. LC: 54-5146) 


Cherrill, Frederick R. 
FINGERPRINTS NEVER LIE 


The former Superintendent of the Fingerprint Bureau of New Scotland Yard reviews 


Macmillan 
$3.95 


his life in terms of the cases that crossed his microscope and presents some outstanding 
dramas of detection. Cases and methods make a life spent in the scrutiny of evidence as 
whorls and swirls combine to provide irrefutable witnesses- and an absorbing book on the 


subject. (Full report on p. 516. 10/5) 


Friend, J. Newton 
NUMBERS: FUN AND FACTS 


Scribner 


$2.75 


These facts about numbers include historical origins as well as traditional be- 
liefs and curiosities-along with an array of puzzles and posers. Add this to Mr. Bakst's 
Vathematical Puzzles and Pastimes (p. 472) and you have a double dose of conundrums to 


amuse and confuse. (Full report on p. 510. 9/15) 


McGinley, Phyllis 
THE LOVE LETTERS OF PHYLLIS MCGINLEY 


Viking 
$2.75 


A fresh piping, an agility in rhyme and rhythms and a sincere feeling are the 
passports of this new collection of light verse. Whimsical beatitudes, 
fession, the country and the city, children growing, a parody on Eliot, 
a luster to the blessing of delight- ful facts. (Full report on p.430. 





apologia and con- 
etc., etc.- add 


9/2. LC:54-9882) 





